CHAPTER   V
POSTSCRIPT    TO     SUEZ
FOR De Lesseps the months that followed the successful
opening of the Suez Canal were arduous in the extreme.
All the world had combined to do him honour.
Country after country rewarded him with dignities.
There seemed to be no end to the banquets he was
expected to attend, and the speeches he was called upon
to make. Genially, this old-young man of sixty-five
responded to as many of the demands of his well-
wishers as time would allow; but we have only space
to follow him in his royal progress through England.
Of all the homage that he received, surely the most
gratifying was that which came from the country and
government which had been responsible for all his
difficulties, ruthlessly obstructing his labours, besmirch-
ing his honour, and stigmatising his project as
chimerical.
De Lesseps arrived in England late in June, 1870,
only a few weeks before the outbreak of the Franco-
Prussian war, but before this he had been the recipient
of an official letter from the Earl of Clarendon,
Minister for Foreign Affairs:
"The successful opening of the Suez Canal has
been received with great and universal satisfaction.
In having the honour of congratulating you, as well
H3